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July, August, September  2010 

The BRANCHES 
ºI AM THE VINE, YOU ARE THE BRANCHES»   

     John 15:5  

Itõs é..HOTé.HOT....HOT  

And not just the weatheré..exciting things are happening at  

Center Grove Lutheran Church  

Pray for Godôs guidance and hand to be on the United 

States of America and the leaders of our country.  

 CONGREGATIONAL  MEETING  

SUNDAY , SEPTEMER  12, 2010 

FOLLOWING  WORSHIP 

MEETING  IN  THE  FELLOWSHIP  HALL  

SOLE  PURPOSE: SECOND AND FINAL  VOTE 

FOR OUR LUTHERAN  ALIGNMENT   



PASTORôS CORNER  

 
For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to fear, but you re-
ceived the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father."ðRomans 8:15 
 
For many years, Center Grove Lutheran Church has been prevented from         
flourishing and thriving. Part of that has been the difficult economic time the      
Kannapolis area was subjected to as the American textile economy imploded in the 
early years of this century.  The failure of the ELCA as a confessional Lutheran 
body also imparted its own taint on the prospects of the renewal of Center Grove. 
Bad things happen when situations begin to fail. Innocent people are blamed. We 
often turn on each other rather than the very causes that resulted in the failure to 
begin with. 
 
Center Grove now has a chance at a fresh start. We have the opportunity to       
participate in true, active missions in a church body that is growing in its missionary 
activity at home and around the world. There is a tried and true logic that goes all 
the way back to the gathered disciples at Pentecostða church that witnesses to 
the faith, a church that takes risks, is a growing church. 
 
In the next few weeks, you will learn how Center Grove will become a force once 
again in the Kannapolis community. In this new possibility, Center Grove will not 
only assume its once storied position in its local setting, but will become a shining 
example for church revival and renewal across our land. 
 
You will want to watch and participate in our Community Meetings and Table Talks 
to learn how God wishes to powerfully use you and His Holy Church to witness to 
His name. We are about to transform what it means to be church in the 21

st
      

Century. It is time for Center Grove Lutheran Church to be BOLD  in the Lord.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1 A song of ascents. When the LORD brought back the captives to Zion, 
we were like men who dreamed. 2 Our mouths were filled with laughter, our 
tongues with songs of joy. Then it was said among the nations, "The LORD 
has done great things for them." 3 The LORD has done great things for us, 
and we are filled with joy. 4 Restore our fortunes, O LORD, like streams in 
the Negev. 5 Those who sow in tears will reap with songs of joy. ïPsalm 
126: 1-5 
 

 



MEMORIALS   

Made to Center Grove Lutheran Church 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Elizabeth Hamilton. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Nancy E. Griggs. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Charles and Frances Triece. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Robyn Lowder. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of  Dot Massey by Bruce and Elfriede Stroup. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Pastor Loyd Ginn.  

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Richard and Jan Query.  

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Hoke and Graydene Kidd. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of  Dot Massey by  Charles and Sandi Billings.  

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Tom and Kathy Franklin. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Bruce and Jean Davis. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Mark Lingle.  

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Phillip G. Carroll. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Dot Massey by Gary L. Thrailkill.  

 

 
 

MEMORIALS   

Made to Center Grove Lutheran Church 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Jerry Barlow by Richard and Jan Query. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Jerry Barlow by Mark Lingle. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Jerry Barlow by Susan Lowder. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of  Jerry Barlow by Robyn Lowder.  

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Jerry Barlow by City of Concord.  

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Jerry Barlow by Electric Systems Department.  

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Jerry Barlow by Bruce and Jean Davis. 

Given  to the glory of God and in memory of Jerry Barlow by Mr. and Mrs. Maurice Cook. 

 



UNIVERSAL COMMUNITY WATCH on Monday July 5,   

August 2, and September 6, 2010 at 7:00 p.m. in the Fellowship 

Hall.  

GOLDEN NUGGETS will meet on Wednesday, July 14, 

August 11, September 8, 2010 at 12 noon. Make your plans to  

attend. You have our personal invitation to come an enjoy 

great programs, wonderful food, and the fellowship of        

one another.   

 Greetings Church, 3rd Qtr. Branches 2010  

 

 Greetings Church,  

 

As many of you know by now, Center Grove has been actively researching possible op-

tions for our Lutheran alignment. On June 6th, a special congregational meeting was held 

for the sole purpose of voting on our Lutheran alignment. The votes have been counted 

and we had 93% favorable votes for our alignment with the LCMS. This is one of two 

votes required. In the coming months we will offer one additional vote that will complete 

the voting portion of the process.  

 

Many changes are coming our way as we navigate the last stages of our Lutheran align-

ment. Your Vision team has been looking into possible areas of change that will promote 

growth. We are excited as we have found several options for new Ministry here at Center 

Grove. We will be discussing more of the ideas in the coming 5th Sunday Brunch sessions 

with Pastor Ginn.  

 

Center Grove is now growing with new families and children attending on a regular basis. 

We have started Childrenôs church during our regular worship service at 11:00. Children 

are encouraged to attend and have hands on crafts and lessons to bring the Bible to life. 

We are excited about our growth and encourage all of our new members to get involved 

with our Ministry here.  

 

As the summer months pass, please spend some special time in prayer for Center Grove 

and our mission. As always, be careful as you take your family vacations. Spend some 

good quality time with your family and enjoy the blessings God gives each of us daily. 

May you find true peace and happiness in the arms of Our Lord and Savior.  

 

Rusty  



Sistersõ United Meetings  

July 8, 22, August 12, 26, September 9, 23;  at 6:30 p.m. in the             
Fellowship Hall.  

Vacation Bible School Saturday, July 17, 2010 Safari Adventure. This year our VBS is 
going to use five animals to relate scripture to children about Jesus, the true lion of 
Judah. We will see òStretchó - a giraffeéé.look up to high in the sky to see the star 
that directed the wise men to the stable where Jesus layé.and so the adventure begins 
to this yearõs VBS at Center Grove Lutheran Church. Come and enjoy the day  by      
participating, coming to the program, the cookout, and most of all pray that God will 
become real to a child that might not have heard of the Greatest of Allñour Savior,  
Jesus Christ.  

CCM Needs  

Saltine Crackers, Canned Tomatoes, 18 oz. Peanut Butter, Canned Corn, Toilet 

Paper, Paper towels, Plastic grocery bags 

Center Grove collected 124 pounds of food items for 

CCM. You never know what a can of this or a pound of 

this can do to bless the Kannapolis Community. Wagon 

Train is always the third Sunday of each month and you 

can leave your food items in the plastic container in the 

kitchen designated for CCM.  ~As always thank you for 

your service to God by feeding His sheep.  


